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BRACK: Johnson bases Senate campaign on student loan
reform

September 11, 2020 4:53 am·

By Elliott Brack
Editor and Publisher, GwinnettForum

SEPT. 11, 2020  |  Georgia’s unusual special election this fall for the unexpired two years of
Johnny Isakson’s term gives the voters unusual choices. Instead of the political parties picking
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who will run, individuals decided themselves to run for the post. 

What this means is that it gives the people a chance to select
between ideas of the candidates, not cast a vote based on a political party’s nominee. That’s
good, but such a situation probably won’t be around too long. The Georgia Legislature, governed
by parties, will probably close voting choosing an idea to vote for in the next session. Too bad.
Picking candidates from ideas is  basically sound and sensible. 

Those 21 people seeking to become our senator offer some excellent ideas. This week we talked
with Wayne Johnson of Macon, an expert on student government loans, who is banking his
entire campaign on this subject, since he thinks it is so much of a problem. He worked for Betsy
DeVos in the Department of Education, heading the student loan program for this country,
overseeing student loans of $1.6 trillion in taxpayer money.

“The full measure of my campaign is focused on the student loan debt in this country,” he said.
“The system is terribly broken. It is an abomination, and can destroy the fabric of America.  It
has only one beneficiary: the colleges and universities. They can charge whatever tuition they
want to, since they get the money essentially from the students, debt free and without a credit
check.

“There is an unlimited insatiable appetite on the part of the colleges to encourage students to
take out loans.”  

He emphasizes that 44 million people owe student debt. “And more
than 85 percent of these loans will never get repaid. It’s a poison students don’t recognize they
are getting into when they take out loans.  They don’t realize until later in life that it will eat
their life away. ”

Johnson feels like student loans were good as long as students borrowed from banks, and that
loan was guaranteed by the government.  “Then you had some balance. But 20 years go, the
government started to make direct loans to the students. The government said it wanted to
capture those profits, and changed the rules. 

“If a student was going to graduate school, it was unlimited what the student could borrow. And

https://www.gwinnettforum.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/17_eeb.jpg
https://www.gwinnettforum.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/20.0911.gf_.waynejohnson.jpg


10/21/2020 Gwinnett Forum – BRACK: Johnson bases Senate campaign on student loan reform

https://www.gwinnettforum.com/2020/09/brack-johnson-bases-senate-campaign-on-student-loan-reform/ 3/6

today some of those students owe $2 million to the government in student debt, and lots more
owe $1 million. No matter how much they owe, the repayment is figured as a percent of debt.
Many will never get out of this debt, and our country suffers.” He maintains that 85 percent of
the loans will never be repaid.

Johnson, a graduate of Mercer, with an MBA from Emory, and Ph.D. from Mercer in higher
education leadership, concentrated his research on student loans. He may know more about
student debt than anyone in the country.

What’s Johnson’s solution?  One part of the solution would be to let every high school graduate
have $50,000 for free to finance their undergraduate or  vocational education.  And he has a
way to pay for that. The idea is a little involved.  But he has a solution. We invite readers to go to
his web page, www.johnsonsenate.com, to learn more.

While on that site,  you’ll be learning more about ideas, rather than concentrating on one of the
political parties. That can be a good way to determine how you will vote.

Have a comment?  Send to: elliott@brack.net

Tags: 2020, Senate, special election, Wayne Johnson
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 “If there are no stupid questions, then what kind of questions do stupid people ask? Do they get smart just in time
to ask questions?”

— Dilbert comic strip creator Scott Adams (1957 – ).

MEET THE 2020 CANDIDATES

Click here to find how the 2020 General Election candidates answered six questions from GwinnettForum.  It will
help to inform your vote.

** Read our General Election endorsements

SEE THE 2020 SAMPLE BALLOT
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Click here to see the 2020 General Election ballot so you will be familiar with what you see at the ballot
box.

Subscribe for free!
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Subscribe now!

Interested in Gwinnett history?

Now re-printed in its third edition, Gwinnett: A Little Above Atlanta, the award-winning
history of Gwinnett County, is once again available for purchase. It had sold out of its 
first two printings. The book won the 2010 Award of Excellence in Documenting Georgia History from the Georgia
Historical Records Advisory Board. The book is available at Liberty Books, on the Historic Courthouse Square, in
Lawrenceville.

This modern Gwinnett history book was first published in 2008, with a second edition printed in 
2011. The book concentrates on the growth of Gwinnett County since 1950, though a short
section of the book highlights the county’s earlier history. Included in the book are 143 tables
with lists of officials holding offices in Gwinnett and its cities, plus extensive demographic
information about the county. Two previous histories of Gwinnett by J.C. Flanagan took the 
history of Gwinnett up until 1950.

The history of Gwinnett is also available as an e-book from Amazon or Barnes and Noble for $9.95.

Continuing objectives

Gwinnett Forum publisher Elliott Brack suggests that Gwinnett County needs a long-range list of
continuing objectives for improving the county. His list:

1. Move statewide non-partisan judge election runoffs to the General Election.
2. MARTA rail for Gwinnett from Doraville station to Gwinnett Arena
3. Banning of tobacco and vaping products in all Gwinnett parks.
4. More diverse candidates for appointment to local boards.
5. Creative efforts to support the arts in Gwinnett.
6. Advancement and expansion of city and Gwinnett historical societies.
7. Require establishments that serve alcoholic beverages to halt sales of such products at 2 a.m., and close by 3

a.m.
8. Rewrite the rules to require the Georgia Legislature to meet once every two years.
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9. 21st  century salary for the Gwinnett County Commission members.
10. High-quality candidates for elective office in Gwinnett.

Our underwriters

Gwinnett Forum is brought to you free of charge thanks to the generosity of our underwriters:

Contribute today!
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Little Free Libraries dot Gwinnett County. Click here to see photos of one that may be near your neighborhood or
search by zip code.

Award

Suite 225 | 40 Technology Parkway South Peachtree Corners, GA 30092 770.840.1003

Gwinnett Forum

Copyright © 2020 — Gwinnett Forum. All Rights Reserved Designed by WPZOOM

388 people like this.

Sign Up to see w hat
Like Share

https://www.gwinnettforum.com/2020/10/just-nation-long-lines-trump/
https://www.gwinnettforum.com/2020/10/brack-readers-suggest-why-so-many-people-are-voting-early/
https://www.gwinnettforum.com/2020/10/brack-readers-suggest-why-so-many-people-are-voting-early/
https://www.gwinnettforum.com/2020/10/health-amendments-trump/
https://www.gwinnettforum.com/2020/10/health-amendments-trump/
https://www.gwinnettforum.com/category/little-free-library/
http://littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/
https://www.gwinnettforum.com/
https://www.gwinnettforum.com/
http://www.wpzoom.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgwinnettforum&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&kid_directed_site=0&app_id=172427516218807
https://www.facebook.com/ad_campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=gwinnettforum.com&placement=like_plugin&extra_1=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gwinnettforum.com%2F2020%2F09%2Fbrack-johnson-bases-senate-campaign-on-student-loan-reform%2F&extra_2=US

